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BY HAND AND/OR ELECTRONICALLY, AS NOTED 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

J 
Re: 
Comment On MariTEL, Inc. Petition for Declaratory Ruling and National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration Petition for Rulemaking 
Regarding the Use of MariTime VHF Channels 87B and 88B; NOTICE OF EX 
PARTE PRESENTATION; Filed By Hand and Electronically 

PR Docket No. 92-257; Amendment of the Commission's Rules Concerning 
Maritime Communications; NOTICE OF EX PARTE PRESENTATION; Filed 
Electronically 

ET RM-10743; Commission's Rules to Promote the Use of VHF Public Coast 
Station Frequencies; NOTICE O F  EX PARTE PRESENTATION; Filed 
Electronically 

DA 03-1484; MARITEL, Inc. Request to Extend Construction Deadline for Certain 
VHF Public Coast Station Geographic Area Licenses; NOTICE OF EX PARTE 
PRESENTATION; Filed by Hand 

DA 03-3585, RM-10821; Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 1.1206(b) of the rules and regulations of the Federal 
Communications Commission ("FCC"), this letter provides notice of a written exparte 
communication from Jason Smith of MariTEL, Inc. ("MariTEL") to Catherine Seidel, D'wana 
Terry, Scot Stone, Jeffrey Tobias and Tim Maguire, all of the Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau. 
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In particular, Mr. Smith provided these FCC officials with the attached letter, in which MariTEL 
shares information regarding the evolution of marine VHF data services and provides specific 
information regarding developments in Norway. 

Should there be any questions regarding this matter, please contact the undersigned 
directly. 

Cordially yours, 

L K %  
Russell H. Fox 

Attachment 

cc: (each electronically, w/attachment) 
Catherine Seidel 
D’wana Terry 
Scot Stone 
Jeffrey Tobias 
Tim Maguire 

WDC 345371vl 



C@thwlm W. Seldd 

Deputy Chld 

W irelem Telecom rnunicationa Bureau 

Federal Communications Comrnisslon 
445 12th Street, SW 

Washlngtw, PC 20554 

Pmvloualy, MariTEt p m n t e d  to you an overview of our planned rnarfne data 

network services business and the proyeas made In Identlfyifig and evaluating various 

technologies using our Ilmnsed VHF spectrum.’ Thl$ letter g e m s  to share with you 

addltlmal information regarding the svolutlon of marlne VHF data ~ t -u lces  lar 
oonsidsratian In the VBrious p~-medhgs canoernlrrg the intmductbn of dlghl and data 
s ~ r v l c ~ s  using VPC spectrum. 

MatiTEL has demonstrated thet, due ta eompstldm from oelluIarlPC$ J~CBIISB~S, 

them 1$ insuflclmt demand for tredltlonal marine VHF telephony senricer that m n n d  

subscribers to the public switched telephone n e w k  vPSTNmf. In contrast, the 

Interest in rnerkime data applbtlons has grown In recent years as v e w l  operatprg 
increasingly want to 0 x h d  network mwbilitiw from their office to their vea$els, 
Marina m m u n h t i o n s  Is beglnnlng to mperienm a shift from voice to data services 

similar to tsrreslrial mmmunleatims where the pemntage of data traffic now exoedt 

that of voIc6. Lwk no further than the burgeoning interest In Automatic Identifleatlan 

System (‘AIS”) tdmology that is axpadad t4 acrb&ntia#y reduce both interehip rnd 

H 



Bhipshore voim communications. Experlance demonstrates that m n  Jw s p a  data 

sppllczltions such a$ e=mail, text messaging and instant m m g i n g  dm$tlmlly impme 

pmductivity snd the marine industry Is expwtwl to h no different. 
MariTEL IS not the only VHF n W k  opmtor mecognlzing the demand for 

maritime dm sewlces. Amanq the papers expected tP be pmnted next weak at the 
International Marltime OrganizaUm's ['IMO") Subwmmittee on Radlooornmunidons 

and Smch and Rescue ('COMSAR') is an wervlw of a VHF data network sewloe in 
Norway t h d  was origifielly pwaented by Wenor cks a trial Irr W m b e r  2000.9 Exhlbit 

A demonstrates tho USB of VHF public rxKrespondrrn6e channels In Noway for data 

mmmunicatians that enable a varlrty of usrrful applicetlons for the rnarltlrne indust$. 

While MarlTEL's rwtvvork design and implemsntestim could p d b l y  difbr from 

thal In Noway, the trend towards new and innwdw dIgltal8ervic8s for the mnrltlmns 
community and VHF maritime spcfrum la undeniable. Recognizing thb evolution h m  
anwlq voioe to dlgltal services, new rule$ adophd as 3 rmult dfieveral open rnarltlrnd 
promedings should allow a wide variety of M h  digbl and data kchnolagiea ior VPC 
spectrum that enable vdwble new applidons. At minimum, new ernlssbns standards 

should be astabllshed for both duplex and dmpkx dlglhl hchnoltqles including but not 
Ilmtted to A I S S  

MerlTEL and it3 inwtors am ~t~xidus t~ fully utlllre the firm's assets to generate 

mmnuas by provlsionlng VHF d3ta smlces to the maritlme industry. Regrettably, the 

Unbd Stabs Coast Guard I'USCG") wntlnues bo stymld our efforts, in mpertkton 
with t h ~  Natlonsl T~le~mmunicat lon~ snd Inform&lan Admlnlstmtlon ("TIA") to 



deatmy MsrllTL's auctionad spectrum rlghts end Impede thu prwlslm of servlw to 
madnet#, Among the moat blatant of thw actlond ia the USCG'8 recant requeat to 
ovartum the W i m l s ~ ~  Tekcommunlcation Bumu'a approval of our extension request, 

mvewlng paitlomi taken pmvkusly by the USCGB 

We am hopeful our recant pmpoml to ohare channel8 87B end 888 fbr AIS will 
help expedite a mesolutlon to #as+ mattera w e h  that MarlTEL may fully utilize Its 

auctioned spectncm rlghts ta prwlrhon mmmerclal and p r l W  radlo mrnmunlcatkn 

servlc9~~ We look forward to working wlth you and your shff ta provlde addttlonal 
Information or answer any quedons. 

Dan smrth 

Pmsldent and CEO 

cc: D'wan3 lmy [by e-mail) 

Scot m n s  (by e-mail) 

Tlm Msgulre [by s-mall) 

Jeffrey Tobias (by email) 



Exhibit A 

Maritime VHF Data Services in Norway 

The wnccpt comprises the foilawhg: 
digital (IP} comm~cat ion on maritime VHF channels 
intended for ccrmmmial traffic 
using ship MMSI number 85 identity 
competitive price compared to satellite and GSMkellular 

-U 
Functional requirements: 

E-mail to and h m  Internet: 

of attachments 
+Web bmw3hg (thin client) 

SMS 
paymmt traasactions 
group calls 
tracking 
alarms (fleet management> 

Frequenciw : 
The system is using maritime VHF channels, which according to Radio 
Regukations 'Appendix 13' m y  be used for digital communications. 
Channel 86 is common cdling and working c h w d ,  md 
in addition each base station is equipped with a dedicated working 
channel. 
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Maritime VHF Data Services in Norwaj;' 

RACOM MR25ET Ethernet Modem 
Enables direct connection of the radio 
modern to the Ethernet networks using 
stmdard TCPm communication. Due to 
the hardware design together with re- 

J 
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I - spective modification of the fimware in- 
side the modern problem-he transmis- 
sion of MORSE system packets is ensured in the environment of 
Internet protocols. The new Interface fitted with a standard RJ45/ 
STP conn~ctor allows it to cmmunicate at a s p e d  of 10 hbps. 
Even 3 serial interfaces are kept in the MR2SET modem which can 
be operatEd in synchronous or asynchromus mode on a V24 = 

RS232 intmfae, The memory of the computer part of the MR25ET 
radio modem is enhanced by 2 MB DRAM. 
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